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nor did he appear in thunder and lightning, as on Mount Sinai;  but he
descended sweetly, no man knowing it."   " While all things were in deep
silence, and the night was in the midst of her course, thy Almighty Word
came down from heaven, from thy royal throne."1    No one of the great
ones of the world is apprized of this great mystery.    Those few chosen
persons to whom he is pleased to reveal himself, are called to adore him
in the closest secrecy and silence.    If this be the manner in which he
comes, what is the appearance which he makes among men ?   How conies
the King of heaven to make his appearance in such a state of abasement^
and so destitute of due honour and of every convenience!    His birth is,
notwithstanding, the masterpiece of infinite wisdom, mercy, and omni-
potence.    These perfections nowhere shine more admirably than in this
mystery;  for he came thus to be our Physician, to correct our mistaken
judgment of things, to heal our pride, to bring, and to encourage us to
use the remedy to our grievous maladies, and to overcome our reluctancy
to its bitterness by taking it first himself.    Therefore humility was to be
his ensign, and the angel gave his rags and manger to the shepherds for
the mark by which he was to be known.   " This shall be to you a sign.1*
What do we behold!    A God poor, a God humbled, a God suffering I
And can we any longer entertain thoughts of sensuality, ambition, or pride?
If this humility of a God be most astonishing, is not the blindness and
pride of man, after such an example, something, if possible, still more
inconceivable?   Christ is born thus only to atone for our pride, to shon
us the beauty of humility, and to plant it in our hearts.    Humility is his
standard;   and the spirit of sincere humility is the mark by which his
disciples must be known to be his.   Can we profess ourselves his followers,
can we look upon the example which he has set us, and yet continue to
entertain thoughts of ambition and pride ?    To learn the interior perfect
spirit of humility and all other virtues, we cannot make use of any more
powerful means than serious and frequent meditation on his nativity and
divine life.   Placing ourselves in spirit at the manger, after the tender of
our homages by acts of adoration, praise, thanksgiving, and love, we must
study in him the lessons of all virtues, and must present to our new-born
king our earnest supplications to obtain of him all those gifts and graces
which he comes to bestow upon us.   Let us learn humility from the lowliness
in which he appears, and from the humility of his sacred heart.   Let us
learn meekness by beholding the sweetness and patience with which this
God-man receives all injuries from men and from the elements.   Let us
learn resignation from the indifference with which he bears cold, wants,
wrongvand whatever is sent him.   Let us learn obedience from the most
perfect submission of our blessed Saviour to the will of his heavenly Father,
from his birth offering himself without reserve, even to the death of the
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